
1 February 2019 Term 1:  Week 1 

PRINCIPAL 
Mr Matthew Beacroft 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

Welcome back to 2019.  

We look forward to another exciting year of academic and social growth across all grades for all 
students. It was wonderful to see the smiling faces of returning and new students across all 
grades. It was extra special to see our new preps enjoying the start of their learning journey at St 
Mary of the Cross. As I have been present in every class across the last couple of days it is has 
been great to see the positive engagement as the classes get to know each other and our new 
teaching, specialist and support staff.  

Next Tuesday night is our first Parent Information Night of the year where you will have 
opportunities to hear both the leadership team and the classroom teachers speak about our 
plans for the year including building works, technology upgrades and innovation and the daily 
routine for your child’s classroom. It is a great opportunity as well to build partnerships with 
your child’s teacher. The sessions will be run twice to allow parents to attend both if you have 
siblings in other grades. We strongly encourage your attendance on this night and to assist we 
are running care for children in our art room across this hour.  

Our annual ‘Welcome Barefoot Bowls Family Night’  to the school year will be held at Windsor 
Bowls on Friday 15th from 6pm. This is a fun, relaxed night to allow parents, friends and 
students to meet each other as well as supporting our local community bowls club. More 
information will follow next week.  

BEFORE AND AFTER SCHOOL SUPERVISION: 
A reminder to parents that staff are on duty at 8:15am in the morning prior to school beginning 
and again until 3:15pm in the afternoon once school has finished for the day. If parents are on 
site prior to this time or after this time, then they are responsible for supervising their own 
children.  

Any child who does not have a parent on the grounds at 3.10 pm will be taken to the office to 
await pick-up. Any child arriving prior to 8.15am needs to be supervised by a parent or sitting in 
front of the office. Our excellent before and after school care (WSACC) is available should early 
drop off (from 6.30am) or late pick-up (until 6:30pm) be required. Please contact Windsor 
School Aged Care Centre (WSACC) for details on how you enrol in the service. 
www.wsacc.org.au or 0410 769 040. 

STAFFING NEWS: 
Congratulations to Mrs Clare Collins (Year 2 teacher) on the exciting news that she is expecting a 
baby next term. An interview and selection process will be undertaken to replace Clare during 
term 1. We send our best wishes to Clare, husband David and son Ben on this exciting news.  

Regards, 
Matthew Beacroft - Principal 

St Mary of the Cross Newsletter  

Inside this issue: 

Date Claimers 

MON 
4th  

School Banking 

TUE 
5th  

Assembly 2.30pm 

Parent Info Night 
6.30-7.30pm 

FRI  
8th 

Sausage Sizzle 

MON 
11th 

School Banking 

FRI 
15th 

Sausage Sizzle  

Welcome Barefoot 
Bowls 6pm 

Specialist Timetable 

MON 
Spanish & Library 
Lessons 

TUES Assembly 2.30pm 

WED 
PE, Digital Tech & 
Art Lessons 

THU Music Lesson 

Principal ............................. 1 

APRE  .................................. 2 

Pastoral Care  ..................... 3 

Birthdays ............................ 3 

School Awards  ................... 3 

Notices  .............................. 4 

2019 Term Dates 

Term 1 
(10wks) 

Wed 30 January - 
Fri 5 April  

Term 2 
(10wks) 

Tue 23 April -  
Fri 28 June 

Term 3 
(10wks) 

Mon 15 June -  
Fri 20 September 

Term 4 
(9wks) 

Tue 8 October -  
Fri 6th December 



Page 2 St Mary of the Cross Newsletter  

SCHOOL 

NOTICES 

Dear Parents and Friends, 

My family and I have had a sad start to the year with the passing of my father-in-law, John 
Goggin after a brief battle with cancer. While it has been a difficult time for our family, it has also 
been a time where we have supported each other. I often say to my students that there is 
nothing more important than family and the love we give to each other. This has been so evident 
to me over the past month with how my wife and family have been there to help and now we 
take time to remember the life of John. 

As Mary MacKillop went about her life’s work with educating and caring for disadvantaged 
children across Australia so too did John Goggin’s family expand reaching different parts of 
Australia and overseas. My children adore their poppy and will miss him very much. His quietly 
spoken manner and affection for his grandchildren will be something that we will hold in 
memory of him. People like Mary MacKillop and John Goggin through their devotion to family, 
friends and their community have set such a great example for us all. We are truly blessed to be 
part of their lives and continuing story. 

St Mary of the Cross staff had the opportunity to hear and 
experience some of the story of Mary MacKillop last Friday. 
The life of Mary MacKillop was one of service to her family 
and then her mission to care for and educate children across 
Australia. Mary’s legacy lives on through the Sisters of Saint 
Joseph of the Sacred Heart and in each school that continues 
their work today. We concluded our day with a visit to St. 
Stephen’s Chapel and the St Mary of the Cross Shrine. The 
larger than life wooden carving of Mary MacKillop and the 
etched camphor laurel panels in the chapel bring to life the 
image and story of Mary for us today. We are truly blessed to 
continue in the footsteps of Mary MacKillop through our 
school community and all the communities established and 
touched by Mary. 

Have a peaceful week, 
Dean Estreich 
APRE 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL (APRE) 
Mr Dean Estreich 

$5  
includes a sausage on 
bread, popper & snack 

Start FRIDAY 8th 
February 

Payment can be made to 
the school office via cash 

or EFTPOS.  
*For your convenience 

you are welcome to pay 
a couple of weeks  in 

advance or for a Term. 

School Banking  
is on a 

MONDAY 

FEBRUARY 

3rd Ana 

6th Ayden & Prince 

8th Lex 

11th Josh 

14th  Isabela 

15th Eduarda 

28th Manuela 

A warm welcome to our new and returning St Mary of the Cross families.  We are very much 
looking forward to meeting our new students, as well as re-connecting with our returning 
students. 

Library borrowing begins on Monday 4th February, and will continue each Monday for this year. 

We have many exciting events and celebrations planned for 2019, the first of which is LIBRARY 
LOVERS DAY on Thursday 14th February.  We will commemorate this day on Monday 11th 
February in the library. 

Please feel welcome to drop-in and say hello on Monday mornings. 

Happy reading! 
Nena Morgante (Teacher Librarian)  

NEWS from the LIBRARY  
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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
Welcome back to a bright 2019.  A special welcome to all new families to our school.  The following 
New Year reflection is from Joyce Rupp and I thought it was a good way to start the year. 
“Imagine that someone who’s fond of you reaches out to give you a seed. As you receive this gift, you 
notice it is unlike any you have previously planted. You have no idea how the growth will look or what 
the plant might produce once the seed sprouts and develops. The length of the seed’s germination is 
also unknown. Quite some time will pass before you discover the hidden energy it contains. The only 
certainty you have is that a fertile source of fresh life resides within the heart of that seemingly inert 
object. You relax with assured confidence, trusting that the seed’s qualities will eventually be revealed 
if you care for it with faithfulness.  Like that gift of a seed, the new year is placed in our hands. It 
beckons us to approach the unknown future with a spirit disposed for growth, to release 
preconceived notions of how the year ought to look or what it is supposed to produce [or what our 
children will learn]. So much of future transformation will depend on carefully tending this life, and 
keeping a hope-filled outlook. We are no more able to force a desired, specific change than we are to 
hurry a seed forth from the ground… . the new year insists on our mindfully receiving its unfolding, 
with trust that there will be growth aplenty there for us.  

The Seed of a New Year  

Seed of Restoration, reach into the layers of my past year. Bring into view the positive gifts that I 
missed due to clouded expectations and unwanted experiences. Soften the inner places that have 
been hardened by hurt. Warm the cold ground of dormant hope.  

Seed of Curiosity, widen my vision of how life is to be received. Keep me open to what the hidden 
confines of my soul have yet to reveal. Nudge me to be inquisitive, to be ready for the surprises that 
awaken the wisdom waiting within me.  

Seed of Insight, expand my ideas and thoughts so the lessons of your love keep influencing the way 
I think and act. Visit me with unexpected turns of understanding and perception. Urge me to be 
transformed into an ever more gracious and caring person.  

Seed of Equanimity, disperse anxious remnants of fear and concern. Strengthen me to free them 
from my tight grasp. Like a seed planted in the soil, encourage my surrender into your abiding 
presence. When I wait with uncertainty, draw your enduring tranquillity into my heart.  

Seed of Happiness, enter the grey spaces in which I lose sight of joy. Awaken enthusiasm. Loosen 
whatever restrains my spirit from life-giving energy. Release gloom when it wraps around me. Let it 
slide off like the shell of a seed giving way to a greening shoot.  

Seed of Unity, touch my heart to the suffering of others through each kind thought and caring deed. 
Let compassion spread like droplets of rain seeping into the soil of humanity. Thank you for your life 
resonating in the heartbeat of our co-existence on planet Earth.  May there be peace.” 

If we can nurture these seeds in ourselves, then we will surely nurture them in our children. Mary 
MacKillop would say:  Be eager in your desires but humbly patient in their accomplishment. 

God bless 
Sr Anne Cannon 
School Pastoral Worker 

HEALTHY LUNCHES - APPLE CINNAMON MUFFINS 
This recipe comes from the Heart Foundation.  
These are good snack items for the lunch box and can be frozen. 
Ingredients  

 Oil spray 

 2 ¼ cups wholemeal self-raising flour 

 2 teaspoons cinnamon 

 ¾ cup sultanas 

 2 apples, peeled and grated 
Method 
1. Preheat the oven to 180°C. Lightly grease with oil spray a 12 hole non-stick muffin pan or line 

with paper cases. 
2. Sift flour and cinnamon into a large bowl. 
3. Stir in sultanas and grated apple. 
4. In a separate bowl, whisk the margarine, honey, milk, egg and vanilla. Add to the flour mixture 

and stir gently until the mixture is just combined; don’t overbeat or the muffins will become 
tough. 

5. Spoon mixture into prepared muffin tins. Bake for 20 minutes or until lightly browned. 
6. Remove from the muffin trays and cool on a wire rack before storing. 

PASTORAL CARE CORNER 
Sr Anne Cannon 

CHILDREN’S LITURGY 

“Children’s Liturgy” is the name 
given to what is offered to 
children at a Sunday Mass, to 
help them participate at their 
own level in the Liturgy of the 
Word – that part of the Mass 
that includes the readings and 
the homily.  At St Anne’s this 
happens on most Sundays at 
the 8:00am Mass.  At Holy 
Cross, it happens on the first 
and third Sundays of the 
month at the 9:30am Mass.  
This Sunday is a first Sunday.  
Currently, there is no 
Children’s Liturgy at the 
Saturday night or Italian Mass 
at Holy Cross nor at the Sunday 
afternoon Mass at Holy Rosary. 

Children gather at the front of 
the church before Mass where 
parents leave them in the care 
of that day’s leaders who are 
all blue card holders.  They 
process into Mass with Fr Peter 
and are blessed by him after 
the opening hymn and prayer.  
They then leave with their 
leaders and go to the 
designated room where the 
leader proclaims the day’s 
readings in a child-friendly 
translation.  Children are then 
led through a discussion of 
what the day’s readings might 
mean for them.  The Creed and 
the Prayers of the Faithful are 
part of this session.  They then 
join the main body of the 
people with the Procession of 
the Gifts and return to their 
families. 

You are most welcome and 
strongly encouraged to send 
your children to these sessions 
each time you come to Mass 
whether that is each week or 
just occasionally.  

 2 tablespoons reduced fat margarine, melted 

 1 ¼ cups reduced fat milk 

 4 tablespoons honey 

 1 egg, lightly beaten 

 1 teaspoon vanilla essence  
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